
  

Michael Dufty 
Nick names:  
None 
 
Position with MBS:  

Senior Environmental Engineer 
 

Joined MBS in:  

1998 (Originally with Tony McNulty & Associates and Martinick McNulty) 
 

First Project at MBS:  

Groundwater modelling for the Freeport Grasberg mine, located at 4000 metres altitude next 
to a tropical glacier in West Irian, Indonesia. Compared to their community consultation 
process (which included heavy involvement from the on-site army base) nothing was as 
complicated 
 

Capabilities:  
Surface hydrology, Geographic Information Systems, mapping, drafting, volumetric calculations, approvals. 
 
Education: 
When Maddington Senior High School didn’t have enough students intending to go on to university to offer the subjects I wanted, I 
shifted to Kent St Senior High School where I could also study aeronautics.  I then set out to study Aeronautical Engineering, starting 
with two years mechanical at UWA.  When I wrote to RMIT in Melbourne about transferring there for the rest, they sent me an 
overseas student application form.  At the same time the first Environmental Engineering course at UWA was proposed.  A bunch of 
us successfully lobbied for them to start it a year earlier than planned and that is what I ended up studying.  My honours project was a 
flood study of the Newman to Port Hedland Railroad completed in cooperation with BHP.   
 
Where I’m from and how I ended up at MBS: 
I was born in Canada, but came to Perth before I was a year old and have lived here most of the time since.  My first job after uni was 
with the Water Authority, including 18 months in Albany.  I then went travelling and spent some time working as an outdoor education 
instructor in France and Perth.  Then Tony McNulty (a friend of my family through orienteering) offered me a job and I thought I’d give 
environmental engineering one more try.  It seems to have stuck. 
 
Something you didn’t know about me:   
I am pretty good at finding sports so obscure I can win a state championship by beating only two or three other entrants. I was state 
cross country paragliding champion in 2000, 2001 and 2002 and I've won the over 40 category of the mountain bike orienteering state 
championships a couple of times.  I can also ride a unicycle, but not well enough to win a state championships. 
 
Favourite quote from regulator:  
“It should be noted that remoteness and land use cannot be guaranteed in perpetuity and thus the consequences  
of failure cannot be guaranteed as low risk in the future”.  Presumably referring to possible future urban  
development on the edge of the Great Sandy Desert. 
 


