
 

Freea Itzstein-Davey 
Position with MBS:  

Senior Environmental Scientist 
 

Joined MBS in:  

September 2008 
 

First Project at MBS:  

Kemerton Silica Sands Public Environmental Review 
 
 

Capabilities:  
Project Management, Environmental Approvals and Impact Assessment, Flora and vegetation surveys, Groundwater Dependent 
Ecosystems, Compliance. 
 
Education: 
I grew up in Stoneville and was always out and about in nature.  I wasn’t sure if I wanted to be a primary school teacher, florist, child 
care worker or Environmental Scientist.  My father wisely advised that I should do Environmental Science as I could do a Dip Ed and 
teach afterwards.  I spoke with Alan Tingay and decided to do a Bachelor of Science (Environmental Science) majoring in Geography 
and Land and Water Management at UWA.  Following honours in Geography, I was offered an Australian Research Council (ARC) 
PhD Scholarship to investigate Environmental Change within the Proteaceae.  
 
Where I’m from and how I ended up at MBS: 
My first taste of mining was during my PhD collecting Eocene age sediment from the Africa pit at Lake Lefroy.  I wasn’t sure what to do 
when I finished studying so I applied for a postdoc at Trinity College Dublin as I wasn’t having luck getting work in WA.  After fumbling 
with government contracts, I was awarded an Irish Research Council for Science, Engineering and Technology (IRCSET) postdoc to 
study human – environment interactions in China (yes I got paid to live in Dublin and travel to China).  My contract ended, I applied for 
another postdoc in Belfast on bird poo in Borneo and went off travelling around the world.  I got the postdoc whilst travelling in 
Wellington, but I wanted to be back in Perth.  So I moved back, met Libby Mattiske in early 2007, and started botanical surveys in 
remote areas of the state.  I was ready for a change in late 2008 and heard about a position at MBS.  I still love to get out and about, 
but have found a good balance at MBS and enjoy not looking down a microscope often! 
 
Something you didn’t know about me:   
I was called Kelly for 2 weeks.  Then my hippie parents found out it meant warrior and they didn’t like the meaning.  Then I 
became Freea.   
 
Favourite quote from client:  
“If we remove the plants, they won’t be rare anymore.”   
 


