
 

Alan Wright  
Nick names:  
Grumpy Bum, Cantankerous Alan.   
 
Position with MBS:  

Principal Geoscientist 
 

Joined MBS in:  

February 2011  
 

First Project at MBS:  

Mine Closure Planning at Barrick’s Lawlers Gold Mine 

 
 

Capabilities:  
Mine Closure Planning, Integrated Mine Water Management, Environmental Due Diligence Audits, Artificial Recharge of Coastal 
Aquifers. 
 
Education: 
I went to boarding school from age 6 and the privileged life of a South African private school, to be followed by the real life education of 
20 months military service.  Back to normality and a BSc Honours in Geology at Natal University (Pietermaritzburg) followed six years 
later by a year at the Rhodes University Hydrological Research Unit and a second Honours degree in Water Resource Management.  
After yet another spell in the workforce, a return to research with nine years applied research at CSIRO’s National Institute of Water 
Research.  Culminating in an MSc in Hydrogeology from Rhodes University and study tours to Canada and Europe. 
 
Where I’m from and how I ended up at MBS: 
As a country bumpkin from a remote sheep station in South Africa it was an easy step into the lonely life of exploration geology in the 
more remote parts of Namibia, Botswana and finally northern South Africa.  Months of camping out under the stars with no more than 
a mosquito net and constant presence of abundant African wildlife.  Rewarding years with De Beers, Falconbridge and finally Gold 
Fields looking for diamonds, tin, base metals and gold.  Alas the economic down turn and nine months of milking cows in Qld and NZ 
to provide incentive for a new career in water management.  Academia and then a stint with SRK doing rural water supply before nine 
years of urban stormwater management and artificial recharge of coastal aquifers.  Somewhere in there the acquisition of a family 
before the move to WA and a period with the Water and Rivers Commission getting to understand mine water management.  Back 
once more to the life of a consultant and time with SKM and geotech engineers Metago.  January 2011 saw yet another corporate 
takeover and the move to MBS and the softer (greener) side of the mining industry.   
 
Something you didn’t know about me:   
A youth spent climbing mountains, running marathons and playing soldiers might explain today’s wonky knees and ankles  
resulting in activity now restricted to much loved  mid-night walks with the dog irrespective of weather conditions. 
 
Favourite quote from client:  
“I don’t care what you do, just make it happen! 


